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THE HOUSE DIVIDES
THE WORK

Domestic intelligence is moving closer to the task itself. New
cleaning systems recognize conditions and coordinate
specialized machines, while entry and refrigeration products

adapt around people. The home is gaining agency one bounded
decision at a time.

PISTRIBUTED HOME AGENCY The most credible autonomous home may be a

federation of small, legible decisions rather than one
invisible mind.
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THE FLOOR
BECOMES
EVIDENCE

Dyson introduced the R3 Nurovi Spot+Scrub UV, a
wet-and-dry robot that combines ultraviolet light,
green illumination, and computer vision to identify
what the company describes as nearly 200
household substances and objects. Dyson says the
machine can revisit a stain until it is removed, while
a self-cleaning roller applies fresh heated water on
every rotation. CNET saw a limited demonstration
and reports a U.S. price of $1,199 with availability
on September 15; independent cleaning tests are
still to come.

A QUESTION FOR DESIGN

Could a cleaning robot show what it
detected, why it repeated a pass, and
what remains uncertain without turning
floor care into a dashboard? ™
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ONE
MACHINE
CARRIES
ANOTHER

iRobot unveiled the Roomba Duo prototype: a large
vacuum-and-steam-mop robot with a mechanical
arm that carries and deploys a smaller companion
into low or narrow spaces. The two units share a
home map, coordinate tasks through the Roomba
Home app, and return to one mobile dock for water,
waste, mop washing, drying, and dust emptying.
The companion is based on an existing Roomba
Plus 575 Combo, but the complete Duo remains a
demonstration concept; iRobot did not announce a
price or release date.

A QUESTION FOR DESIGN

Might specialized robots expand a home
system more calmly if they share one
map, one maintenance point, and one
clear account of who did what?
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THE DOOR
LEARNS THE
HOUSEHOLD

SwitchBot launched a European retrofit entry
system combining its Lock Ultra Max, Keypad
Vision Pro, and a Matter-enabled Hub Mini. The
company offers up to 19 entry methods across
face, palm-vein, fingerprint, passcode, NFC, app,
voice, wearable, geofence, and physical-key
options. Biometric templates are processed and
stored on the device, while three power layers
preserve access as batteries run down. The Verge
reports the bundle at €339.99 or £339.99 and notes
that it is designed to retain the existing lock
cylinder.

A QUESTION FOR DESIGN

Could a door adapt entry to each person
while presenting only the safest relevant
choice—and keeping recovery more
obvious than convenience? “ ™
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COOLING
ARRIVES
BEFORE THE
DOOR
OPENS

LG detailed a next-generation SIGNATURE
refrigerator that accepts conversational voice
requests about ingredient storage. Its Al Fresh
function also monitors temperature changes against
household patterns and can begin pre-cooling as
much as two hours before an anticipated door
opening. The same IFA release describes a 6.8-inch
display and Al-guided cooling management, but it
does not disclose a price, launch date, supported
markets, or how people can inspect and correct the
learned routine.

A QUESTION FOR DESIGN

When an appliance acts ahead of a
routine, what small cue could make its
prediction visible, correctable, and easy to
forget when life changes? °
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AUXETIC LENS

EXPAND WITHOUT ADDING
WEIGHT.

The useful future is not the one with the most technology. It is the one that
adapts without transferring its complexity to the person.

When should an autonomous home divide one job across specialized

o1 devices instead of asking one object to do everything?

If products infer need from stains, routines, and bodies, what evidence
o= should remain visible before and after they act?
O3 Can capability expand without multiplying setup, maintenance, and

exception handling for the household?
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READ THE RECORD.

1 PRNEWSWIRE.COM / 2026-09-03T11:00:00-04:00
JAKE DYSON UNVEILS A NEW ERA OF INTELLIGENT MACHINES

Open source

*E CNET.COM / 2026-09-03T13:25:33-04:00

DYSON'S NEW ROBOT VACUUMS AIM AT SHARK WITH UV STAIN
DETECTION AND POWERFUL SCRUBBING

Open source /

*3 PRNEWSWIRE.COM / 2026-09-04T04:15:00-04:00

IROBOT UNVEILS ROOMBA DUO AT IFA 2026, PROVING THE
FUTURE OF FLOOR CARE HAS A FAMILIAR NAME

Open source /

*l-' PRNEWSWIRE.COM / 2026-09-03T10:30:00-04:00

SWITCHBOT LAUNCHES LOCK ULTRA MAX VISION PRO CcOMBO,
BRINGING FASTER, SMARTER, MULTI-WAY ENTRY AT IFA 2026

Open source

*5 THEVERGE.COM / 2026-09-03T14:00:00Z

SWITCHBOT'S RETROFIT DOOR LOCK OFFERS 19 WAYS TO UNLOCK
IT

Open source /

‘S PRNEWSWIRE.COM / 2026-09-04T05:26:00-04:00
LG ELECTRONICS HIGHULIGHTS SEVEN HOME APPLIANCES AT IFA
2026

Open source /
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/jake-dyson-unveils-a-new-era-of-intelligent-machines-302869097.html
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https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/irobot-unveils-roomba-duo-at-ifa-2026-proving-the-future-of-floor-care-has-a-familiar-name-302866825.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/switchbot-launches-lock-ultra-max-vision-pro-combo-bringing-faster-smarter-multi-way-entry-at-ifa-2026-302864966.html
https://www.theverge.com/tech/989246/switchbot-lock-ultra-max-retrofit-smartlock-ifa-launch
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/lg-electronics-highlights-seven-home-appliances-at-ifa-2026-302869948.html

