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WEARABLES,
UNBUNDULED

Wearable computing is beginning to spread beyond the device
itself. A prosthetic-hand study moved grasp planning to the
network edge. An IFA preview looked toward devices with fewer
screens and cameras. At Apple, a hardware engineer took the
chief executive role. Together, they raise a quieter question:
where should intelligence live?

-

AMBIENT COMBUTING The next wearable may be less a single object than an

adaptable relationship between body, device, network,
and place.
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THE HAND
REACHES
THE EDGE

A new research preprint describes a semi-
autonomous prosthetic hand that sends depth
imagery over 5G to an edge server for grasp
planning. In a study with 13 able-bodied
participants, the network-assisted configurations
completed pick-and-place tasks in about 8.6
seconds. The authors report faster completion and
lower workload than manual muscle-signal control.
On-device inference was slower and failed more
often. These are early prototype results, not clinical
evidence.

A QUESTION FOR DESIGN

Could moving computation away from the
body make an assistive device lighter and
more capable without making its reliability
harder to understand? ™
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LESS CAN
BE LEGIBLE

PCMag’s preview of IFA 2026 points to two possible
directions: fitness trackers without screens and
smart glasses without cameras. These were
expectations for the show, not confirmed launches.
Still, their inclusion suggests that subtraction is
becoming part of the wearable conversation. A
device may communicate its purpose not only
through what it can sense, but through what it
visibly chooses not to sense.

A QUESTION FOR DESIGN

Could a wearable earn trust by making its
limits as clear as its abilities? ™
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John Ternus began serving as Apple’s chief
executive on September 1. His career has run
through the company’s product and hardware
\N\ : \ organizations, including work connected to iPad,
: AirPods, iPhone, Apple Watch, and Mac. The
- “ ; transition does not confirm a new wearable

strategy. It does make Apple’s physical decisions—
materials, sensors, manufacturing, and the behavior
of connected devices —especially worth watching.

A QUESTION FOR DESIGN

If ambient intelligence is expressed

HARDWARE through an ecosystem of objects, could
TAKES THE hardware coherence become as
LEAD important as model capability?
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AUXETIC LENS

EXPAND WITHOUT ADDING
WEIGHT.

The useful future is not the one with the most technology. It is the one that
adapts without transferring its complexity to the person.

What happens when a product can expand across body, object, and

o1 network without passing that complexity to the person using it?

0 E How might a device reveal what it senses, what it sends away, and what
remains possible when the connection disappears?

o 3 Could restraint—fewer sensors, fewer screens, clearer boundaries —

become a more useful expression of intelligence?
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READ THE RECORD.

*1 ARXIV.ORG / AUGUST 31, 2026

SEMI-AUTONOMOUS PROSTHESIS CONTROL EMPOWERED BY 56
AND MOBILE EDGE COMPUTING

Open source /

*E PCMAG.COM / AUGUST 31, 2026

FROM STAIR-CLIMBING BOTS TO ‘PERVERT-FREE’' SMART
GLASSES: THE COOLEST TECH COMING TO IFA 2026

Open source /'

*3 CNET.COM / SEPTEMBER 1, 2026
YEARN FOR THE TERN: APPLE HAS A NEW DADDY

Open source /
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https://arxiv.org/abs/2608.31021v1
https://www.pcmag.com/news/the-coolest-tech-coming-to-ifa-2026
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/apple-new-ceo-john-ternus-first-day/

